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Visa Mistakes to Avoid
-CHECKLIST-
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01 ▢ Follow the visa rules strictly

Make sure you followed the visa rules strictly. Do not neglect the visa rules. They are there for a
reason. 

02 ▢  Have a complete itinerary  

Make sure your itinerary is complete, starting and ending in your home country or country of
residence .

03 ▢  Have a short itinerary

Make sure your itinerary is short enough and realistic. An itinerary of 7-15 days works well.  

04 ▢  Have your proof of return/onward travel by flight

If your itinerary involves multiple countries, show your onward travels by flight. Bus, train or boat
tickets are not considered as proof of onward travel. 

05 ▢  Do NOT mention friends/relatives in the foreign country 

If you are planning to meet friends/relatives in the foreign country, do so but don’t mention that in
your visa application. Mentioning them will only complicate your application.  

06 ▢  Do NOT mention anything about couchsurfing, hitchhiking,
backpacking, budget travel, etc .

If you are planning to couchsurf, hitchhike, bicycle, backpack or travel on budget, do so but don’t
mention that in your visa application. As a tourist, you are expected to spend money in the foreign
country.  

07 ▢  Do NOT mention anything about volunteering, woofing, workaway,
house sitting, remote work, digital nomad, etc .

If you are planning to volunteer or use services such as woofing, workaway, house sitting, or work
remotely (digital nomad), do so but don’t mention that in your visa application. Volunteering and
working remotely are considered as work and you would need an appropriate visa for that. 
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08 ▢ Do NOT use a sponsor 

If you are using a sponsor, ask yourself if you really need to use a sponsor. Sponsorships can only
complicate your case. If you are employed and have an income of your own, there is no need for
sponsorship.  

09 ▢  Do NOT use a travel agent

If you are using a travel agent, ask yourself if you really need to use a travel agent. Travel agents
have never applied for their own visas or never traveled themselves. All their experience is only by
applying for others. You are better off applying on your own and you will have better chances of
approval.

10 ▢ Do NOT involve in illegal or criminal activities

Do not involve yourself in any illegal activities in your home country or while traveling. This can
seriously hurt your chances of visa approvals now and in the future.  

11 ▢  Do NOT book “non-refundable” flight tickets or hotels   

If you have already booked a “non-refundable” ticket then it’s fine. There isn’t much you can do. But
if you haven’t, book only “refundable” flight tickets or hotels for your visa application. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


